
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
March 1, 2016 

DOVER-FOXCROFT 
Minutes 

                                              8:30 a.m. 
 
                                  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
 
 

   1.  David Gray, Esq., presented paper work from Camden National Bank for the County’s line       
        of credit.  The Commissioners discussed and approved the line of credit for  
       $1,750,000.00 principal and interest rate of 1.49%.  This is a non-disclosable revolving  
       line of credit loan due on demand or March 1, 2017.  M: James White  S: James Annis 
       V: 3-0 
        
   2.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the minutes of their  
        February 16, 2016 meeting.  M: James White  S: James Annis  V: 3-0 
 
   3.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the County expenditures  
        in the amount of $49,762.21.  M: James Annis  S: James White  V: 3-0 
 
   4.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Jail expenditures in the    

  amount of $26,000.75.  M: James White  S: James Annis  V: 3-0 
 
   5.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Unorganized Territory    
        expenditures in the amount of $114,804.47.  M: James Annis  S: James White  V: 3-0 
 
   6.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Payroll Warrant for  
        February 25, 2016 in the amount of $118,905.86.  M: James Annis  S: James White  V: 3-0 
 
   7.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Employee Benefit Warrant  
        in the amount of $61,596.31.  M: James Annis  S: James White  V: 3-0 
 
   8.  After much discussion, the Piscataquis County Commissioners took a vote to table their  
        final decision to sign the Municipal Joinder Agreement with the Municipal Review  
        Committee, Inc. to enter into a long-term agreement for the management and disposal of  
        Municipal Solid Waste.  The Commissioners asked Interim County Manager, Thomas  
        Lizotte, Greenville Town Manager, John Simko and Sean Bolen, owner of Moosehead  
        Rubbish to have a meeting to discuss other alternatives to managing solid waste. 
        The Commissioners asked to have the information from this meeting to be discussed at     
        the April 19th County Commissioner Meeting.  M: James Annis  S: James White  V: 3-0 
 
   9.  Piscataquis County Commissioners voted to go into executive session to discussion the  
        new option that was presented to them for obtaining office space for the patrol division of  
       the Piscataquis County Sheriff’s Department.  This option would enable the County to  
       purchase a building using capital reserve instead of renting space until a permanent  
       solution could be reached.  M: James White  S: James Annis  V: 3-0.  
 



 2 

 
 

 
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

163 EAST MAIN STREET 
DOVER-FOXCROFT, ME 04426 

(207) 564-6500 
(207) 564-3022 (Fax) 

 
 

 
James L. White, District 1      James Annis, District 2          Frederick Y. Trask, District 3 

 Thomas L. Lizotte, Interim County Manager 
Alma M. Ryan, Administrative Assistant 

 
  
 
 
 
March 1, 2016 
 
 
 
 
 Motion to enter executive session under Title 1, section 405, 6. C., discussion or consideration 
of the condition, acquisition or the use of real property if premature disclosure of the 
information would prejudice the competitive or bargaining position of the body or agency. 
 
M: James White S: James Annis V: 3-0 at 10:01 a.m. 
 
Motion to exit executive session at 10:26 a.m. 
M: White  S: Annis. V: 3-0 
 
No action taken as result of executive session. 
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 10.  Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved liquor license renewal for The  
        Northern Restaurant in the unorganized township of T2R10 and owned by David and  
        Luisa Surprenant.  M: James Annis  S: James White  V: 3-0 
 

    11.  Department Head: 
        a. Interim County Manager, Thomas Lizotte 

• The State Legislature is considering LD 1614, an emergency act to provide 
supplemental funding for the County Jail Operations Fund in the amount of $2,465,896 
in the 2015-16 and 2016-17 budget years. The Committee on Criminal Justice and 
Public Safety will schedule a work session on this bill in early March. 

• Eastern Maine Development Corporation has received a report on the economic impact 
of paper/pulp mill and Edwards plant closures in the region, detailing the direct loss of 
1,750 jobs over the past 20 months, or 23% of all manufacturing jobs in the region. 
When indirect job losses are factored, the total loss of jobs amounts to 3,837, 
reflecting earnings of $208 million. 

• The State Dept. of Labor conducted a payroll audit of Piscataquis County employees on 
Feb. 26. No issues were found. 

• The County has received updated operations/maintenance manuals from CES, Inc. for 
the Lily Bay and Orneville transfer stations. 

        b. County Treasurer, Johanna Greenfield –  
• Everything is running smoothly. 
• County Commissioner Fred Trask asked Johanna to be in contact with the County’s 

auditors to inquire when they will start the 2015 audit. 
        c. Jail Administrator Maria Landry – no comment 
        d. Sheriff, John Goggin – did not attend, but Chief Deputy Robert Young informed the  
            Commissioners interviewing will be held next week for the two empty deputy’s  
            positions 
        e. EMA Director, Tom Capraro 

• Was notified that there will be between 30-40 trains each month traveling through 
Piscataquis County filled with ethanol. 

• Started his training for ethanol emergencies  
• Inspected ice jams and flooding due to the warm weather 
• Will be attending a meeting in Augusta for the yearly “river flow” status 

        f. Probate Register Donna Peterson – did not attend  
        g. Deeds Register, Linda Smith – did not attend 
        h. DA Administrative, Chris Almy – did not attend  
        i. Head of Maintenance David Ronco – did not attend 

 
 
 
 
 

 OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Christopher Winstead, Executive Director of the Piscataquis County Economic Development 
Council informed the Commissioners he has visited all the towns except Brownville in regards 
to the proposed broadband feasibility planning study for County communities.   Chris has been 
researching the new program “Cool & Connected” which is sponsored by USDA and EPA to 
help small and rural communities to develop existing broadband services.  Plus he has been 
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exploring different avenues to help fund the plan, making the financial aspect more feasible 
for the individual towns.  The County Commissioners and Chris spoke about the Three Ring 
Binder project which creates an open access fiber optic network extending to rural areas in 
Maine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The County Commissioners discussed the condition of the County aka Hamm Road in 
Orneville.  Dan Sprague attended the meeting to voice his concerns with people using a 
portion of the road for “mudding” and suggested seasonal closing of the road.  After much 
discussion the Commissioners voted to put up barricades and to post the road during the mud 
season.  The Commissioners stated the posting would start March 1st  and continue through 
the end of May.  It will be up to the discretion of County Road Agent, Carl Henderson to 
monitor the road condition.  Carl will have the responsibility to extend the closure or remove 
the signs and barricades at an earlier date depending on the weather.   The Commissioners 
asked Interim County, Manager Thomas Lizotte to reach out to Madden Logging Contractor to 
inform him of the road closing.  Madden had been cutting in that area and the Commissioners 
want him to be able to get his equipment out if he needs to.  M: James White  S: James Annis 
V: 3-0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
 


