
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

May 3, 2016, 8:30 a.m. 

Dover-Foxcroft, Maine 

Minutes 

Pledge of Allegiance 

1. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the minutes of their April 19, 2016 

meeting. M: James White S: James Annis V: 3-0 

 

2. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the County expenditures in the 

amount of $11,254.42. M: Annis S: White V: 3-0 

 

3. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Jail expenditures in the amount 

of $6,897.89. M: White S: Annis V: 3-0 

 

4. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Unorganized Territory 

expenditures in the amount of $146,097.75. M: Annis S: White V: 3-0 

 

5. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Payroll Warrant for April 21, 

2016 in the amount of $108,968.55. M: White S: Annis V: 3-0 

 

6. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Employee Benefit Warrant in the 

amount of $68,535.79. M: Annis S: White V: 3-0 

 

7. Piscataquis County Commissioners approved the liquor license renewal for Big Moose Inn Cabins 

& Campgrounds Inc. in the unorganized territory of T1 R9 and owned and operated by Laurie 

Cormier and Bruce W. Boynton. M: Annis S: White V: 3-0 

 

8. Piscataquis County Commissioners approved the liquor license renewal for Penobscot Outdoor 

Center located in the unorganized territory of T2 R9 WELS and owned by the New England 

Whitewater Center. M:  White S: Annis V: 3-0 

 

9. Piscataquis County Commissioners approved the liquor license renewal for Mt. Kineo Golf 

Course located in the unorganized territory of Kineo Twp., owned by Mt. Kineo Golf Course LLC, 

Elwood Doran manager. M; Annis  S: White V: 3-0 

 

10. Piscataquis County Commissioners approved the liquor license renewal for North Wood Trading 

Post located in the unorganized territory of T1 R9 and owned by Thomas M. and Sandra Bell. M: 

Annis S: White V: 3-0 



 

11. Piscataquis County Commissioners approved signing the yearly contract agreement with the 

Bangor Humane Society for the shelter and care of strayed and lost dogs, cats and rabbits. M: 

Annis S: White V: 3-0 

 

12. Piscataquis County Commissioners opened and reviewed bids for 2016 Unorganized Territory 

paving work in Orneville, Barnard and Ebeemee townships. 

 

Four bids were received from the following paving contractors: 

B & B Paving, Hermon, $100,312.50 

Wellman Paving, Hampden, $85,650 

Pike Industries, Fairfield, $119,750 

Lane Construction, Bangor, $114,375 

Consultant Roger Picard of Pavement Management Services, LLC in Abbot reviewed the bids, 

checked for compliance with the bidding specifications, and recommended that Commissioners 

award the bid to the low bidder, Wellman Paving. 

M: Annis S: White V: 3-0 

 

13. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed a proposal from Mid-South Engineering of 

Millinocket for consulting services relating to the potential demolition of the elevated walkway 

connecting the Courthouse and the Sheriff’s Office. 

Mid-South presented a lump sum bid of $6,000 for engineering services with a scope of work including 

identification of all work required to remove the walkway and close up the building facades, preparation 

of bid documents to issue to contractors for bids, conducting an on-site pre-bid meeting with 

contractors, and responding to bid questions during the bidding process. The budget estimate for the 

entire project was $41,500, including $35,500 for walkway removal and $6,000 for engineering. That 

estimate did not include allowance for lead abatement or asbestos removal, if those items were 

required. County Manager Tom Lizotte said the building improvement capital reserve fund currently has 

a balance of over $85,000, which could be used to complete this project. 

The walkway is no longer used to access the courthouse and one end of the walkway is blocked off from 

recent courthouse modifications completed in 2012. The walkway area is currently utilized by the 

Sheriffs’ Department for miscellaneous storage. The walkway creates problems with ice buildup in 

winter; ice falls down into the alley between the Sheriffs’ Office and the Courthouse and creates hazards 

for access between the two buildings. The interior area used for storage is also in violation of building 

codes, with a narrow corridor crammed with materials. 

While problems with falling ice would be lessened by removal of the walkway, Building Manager David 

Ronco said this problem would still persist with ice falling from the Courthouse roof into the alley. There 

is also a 3-inch fire line, and some electrical lines, which extend between the two buildings, and some 

type of structure would be needed to enclose and support those lines. 



Sheriff John Goggin felt the elevated walkway must eventually be removed, but was of the opinion that 

funding a new Sheriffs’ Office building should have priority over improvements to an older building 

when allocating scarce county dollars. The Commissioners and the Sheriff felt that the walkway 

demolition project might be postponed for now, and that as an interim step the alley could be cordoned 

off to vehicular and pedestrian traffic when danger of falling ice is highest. 

Commissioners decided to table any action on the walkway demolition until they could tour the project 

area at an upcoming meeting date. 

14. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed the first draft of revised snow removal contracts 

for Orneville, and for Katahdin Ironworks and Ebeemee. 

County Manager Lizotte said contractor William London and Son has offered to renew the two snow 

removal contracts for another 3-year period, 2017-2019, at the same per mile price. Lizotte presented 

new contact language for a number of sections in the document, and reviewed these on a line-by-line 

basis with Commissioners. Based on feedback received, the County Manager will prepare a final version 

of the contracts, and submit these to the Commissioners for their review and approval at the next 

meeting on May 17. 

15. Department Head reports: 

--Treasurer Johanna Greenfield said the auditors completed field work on the FY 2015 county 

audit on April 27-29. No problems were found, and auditors hope to have a draft report 

available by May 31. 

 

--Dispatch Sgt. Gary Grant said he and EMA Director Tom Capraro have been reviewing the 

status and condition of telecommunications equipment located on the five communications 

towers used by the County. The goal is to develop a plan for upgrading this equipment in the 

future; project priorities will be established and grant funding opportunities will be explored. 

 

--EMA Director Capraro outlined recent training that has been offered, including a session on 

Emergency Operations Center/Incident Command operations held April 28 at Brownville 

Junction, with 17 attending. EMA supported communications for the Piscataquis River canoe 

race on April 23, and will be participating in a large exercise at Bangor International Airport later 

this month. 

 

--County Manager Lizotte said the Secretary of State’s office will handle the printing and mailing 

of absentee ballots to Unorganized Territory voters for an advisory referendum later this year 

on Atkinson’s efforts to deorganize. 

 

The Maine Municipal Association’s workers compensation program toured the Courthouse and 

Extension buildings on May 2 and found no areas of concern. Lizotte said this result reflects the 

ongoing, strong work performance by David Ronco and Josh York. 

 



Lizotte reported that he was called upon for sexton services at the Blanchard cemetery on April 

19. With great assistance from Blanchard resident Steve Hobart, a grave site was staked out in 

preparation for a burial service that week. 

 

Competitive Energy Services, an independent energy consulting firm located in Portland, has 

contacted the County and is interested in helping Piscataquis with the strategic procurement of 

electricity and providing us with information on their electricity brokering services. 

Commissioners indicated a willingness to hear from CES, and directed Lizotte to schedule this as 

an agenda item in June. 

 

Other business 

 

Executive Session 

Piscataquis County Commissioners were requested by Sheriff Goggin and Chief Deputy Robert 

Young to enter into executive session to discuss a personnel issue in the Piscataquis County 

Sheriff’s Department, under MRSA, Chapter 13, section 405, 6. A. 

 

M: White S: Annis. Enter into executive session at 10:03 a.m. V: 3-0 

M: White S: Annis. Exit executive session at 10:49 a.m. V: 3-0 

 

No action was taken as a result of the executive session. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 10:51 a.m. 

 


