
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

May 17, 2016, 8:30 a.m. 

Dover-Foxcroft, Maine 

Agenda 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the minutes of their May 3, 2016 
meeting. M: James White  S: James Annis  V: 3-0 
 

2. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the County expenditures in the 
amount of $38,629.84.  M: Annis  S: White  V: 3-0 
 

3. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Jail expenditures in the amount 
of $11,461.75.  M: Annis  S: White  V: 3-0 
 

4. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Unorganized Territory 
expenditures in the amount of $54,270.55. M: White  S: Annis  V: 3-0 
 

5. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Payroll Warrant for May 5, 2016 
in the amount of $115,200.11.  M: Annis  S: White  V: 3-0 
 

6. Piscataquis County Commissioners heard a presentation from Robert Knudsen, Vice President of 
Operations for the Penobscot Energy Recovery Corporation, regarding solid waste disposal plans 
after 2018. 
 
Knudsen said PERC has been processing municipal and commercial solid waste, incinerating that 
waste and producing electricity for the past 28 years, with the ash by-product being disposed of 
in landfills. The facility in Orrington has been well run and maintained, and is expected to 
operate for another 20 years. The construction debt for the facility will be fully paid in 2018. 
 
Although PERC currently can process 320,000 tons per year of solid waste, the company’s future 
projections show it can operate at a profit after 2018 with just over 200,000 tons, and with 
lower staffing levels. PERC plans to continue to produce electricity that is contract-based and 
sold on the wholesale market through a broker. 
 
PERC is offering 10- and 15-year contract terms with fixed, guaranteed rates that will increase or 
decrease once a year based on the Consumer Price Index. The 15-year contract is for a tipping 
fee of $84.36 per ton, about $14 per ton more than the MRC/Fiberight option. There are no 
guaranteed annual tonnage requirements in PERC’s new agreements, and communities can 



operate their own expanded recycling or organics recovery programs without needing PERC’s 
permission. PERC will also offer members a full suite of waste disposal and recycling solutions by 
working with a team that includes WasteZero, a pay-as-you-throw waste reduction program; 
Casella, experts in recycling, collection and waste hauling; and Exeter Agri-Energy, a processor of 
organic waste. 
 
Knudsen said PERC will be available in the future to answer any questions should the County 
Commissioners need more information before making their decision on the future disposal of 
municipal solid waste from the Unorganized Territories. 
 

7. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed a proposed three-year snow removal contract 
extension for Orneville with William London and Son. Action on this item was tabled pending 
development of revised contract language. 
 

8. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed a proposed three-year snow removal contract 
extension for Katahdin Ironworks and Ebeemee with William London and Son. Action on this 
item was tabled pending development of revised contract language. 
 

9. Piscataquis County Commissioners toured the elevated walkway connecting the Piscataquis 
County Sheriff’s Department and the County Court House. The tour was conducted for 
information purposes only. 
 

10. Department Head reports: 
 
--EMA Director, Tom Capraro, reported he will be an evaluator for a May 18 emergency 
response exercise at Bangor International Airport. Piscataquis EMA will sponsor a May 24 
training in Greenville on Emergency Operations Center/Incident Command System procedures, a 
June 1 Weather Service storm spotter training course at the County office, and will participate in 
a June 10 emergency action plan review at the Sebec Lake dam.  
 
Capraro added that the Guilford Fire Dept. will host a meth lab awareness training for first 
responders on June 1. 
 
--Jail Administrator Maria Landry said one Corrections Officer will be out of work until 
September while on medical leave, and the shift will be filled over the summer with part-time 
COs. 
 
The boiler installation at the jail is scheduled for May 23. The jail is also weighing whether to 
install another camera near the salley port, and the cost estimate is $1,025 for that unit.  
 
--Dispatch Sgt. Gary Grant reported he is working on an estimate for radio system repairs and 
will share that information with Commissioners next month. He said work is being done to the 



generator on the Tower Road in Sebec, which is the County’s primary communications tower 
location. 
 
--County Manager Tom Lizotte said Penobscot County IT has finished installing the new 
telephone system and it is working as designed. FairPoint Communications will activate the 
system on May 23. 
 
Requests for fuel oil and gasoline bids for County buildings and vehicles were mailed to vendors 
on May 10. Bids will be opened by County Commissioners on June 21. 
 
Preparation of the County Jail budget for the 2017 fiscal year, which starts July 1, is under way. 
The state Dept. of Corrections is also working on the distribution formula for the $2.4 million in 
emergency state funding for county jails in FY 2016, which will be allocated to counties with a 
demonstrated need by June 30. Piscataquis County jail budget projections have resulted in a 
request for $39,000 of those emergency funds in order to finish out the fiscal year. 
 
Other Business 
Commissioner Fred Trask requested that an executive session be held to discuss proposed 
changes to language in the snow removal contracts for Orneville, Katahdin Ironworks and 
Ebeemee, under MRSA Title 1, Chapter 13, Supchapter 1, section 405. 
M: Annis  S: White V: 3-0 at 10:15 a.m. 
Exit Executive Session at 10:38 a.m. 
M: Annis  S: White V: 3-0 
As a result of the Executive Session, the County Manager was asked to prepare revised language 
for the snow removal contracts and present those to the County Commissioners for their review 
and approval at the next meeting on June 7. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. following tour of the Court House elevated walkway. 
 
 


