
PISCATAQUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING  

October 1, 2019  

Dover-Foxcroft, ME  

Minutes 

 8:30 a.m.  
                              PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
                                          

  

1. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the minutes of their September 17, 
2019 meeting.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0  

  

2. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the County expenditures in the          
amount of $17,960.10.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0   

  

3. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Jail expenditures in the amount          
of $13,323.28. M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0     

  

4. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Unorganized Territory 
expenditures in the amount of $16,882.15.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0    

    

5. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Payroll Warrant for Sept. 19, 
2019 in the amount of $142,546.20.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0  

  

6. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the Employee Benefit Warrant in the          
amount of $86,872.43.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0  

  

7. Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved County Manager Michael Williams as 
the proxy alternate to the MCCA.  Mike will be filling the vacancy that was caused when County 
Manage Thomas Lizotte retired.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0 

 
8. Piscataquis County Commissioners voted to table the approval of the lease agreement between 

the Town of Guilford and the Piscataquis County Sheriff’s Department.  The agreement is for the 
old “Guilford Medical Building” located on 3 Park Street, Guilford, ME.  Commissioner White was 
concerned about the wording in the agreement, referencing a 3 year lease instead of 1 year.  In 
the mean time another option has been presented to the County.  At this time the Commissioners 
and County Manager were not making it public, but stated they would be touring the building on 
Thursday, October 3rd.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0 

 

9. Piscataquis County Commissioners opened and reviewed the six bids that were received for the 
District Attorney’s 2008 Ford Explorer.  County Manager, Michael Williams was the highest 
bidder and therefore, the Commissioners awarded the bid to him.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne 
Erkkinen  V: 3-0   The bids are as followed: 

 
Sandra Spear - $1,302.00, Sandra Spear $2,000.00, Tysen Ober $2,010.50, Bryant Farran 
$3,116.16, Eric Turner $1,850.00 and Michael Williams $3,711.99. 

  



10. Department Head: 

        A.    County Manager, Michael Williams - 

• Working on the budget 

• Went to Blanchard with Carl Henderson to meet with Atlantic Salmon Federation and Wright-
Pierce Engineering in regards to two bridges that are in need of repair. The cost would be 
approximately $350,000.00 to $500,000.00. 

• Asked the Commissioners if they wanted to keep the .45₵ per mile or increase it and they 
stated they wanted it to stay the same. 

• Went to a supper in Blanchard with Commissioner James White 
 B.      County Treasurer, Johanna Turner – did not attend 
C.      Jail Administrator, Maria Landry –  

•  Everything is going well 

D.  Sheriff, Robert Young – 

• Informed the Commissioners of a case that Guy Dow was able to solve due to modern 
Technology. 

E.  Deputy Sheriff, Todd Lyford –  

• Informed the Commissioners the Sheriff’s Department placed 1st place with the MCCA Risk 
Management Safety driving award and will be receiving $3,000.00. 

F. EMA Director, Tom Capraro – 

• Preparing some exercises for the snowmobile clubs. 

• Has been working with the Kingsbury Snowmobile Club.  There are more sleds going to see the 
windmills, more sleds and higher speed equal more accidents. 

• Tom is giving Kingsbury a radio to put in their groomer. 

• Has been approved for his Homeland Security Grant.  It will be approximately $68,000.00. 

• The garage is being built, but slowly. 
G. Probate Register Donna Peterson – did not attend 
H.  Deeds Register, Linda Smith – did not attend  
I. District Attorney, Maryann Lynch – did not attend 
J. DA Office Manager, Corina Rackliff – no comment   

K. Head of Maintenance, Joshua York –  
•     Informed the Commissioners of a major problem in the boiler room.  Josh has been in contact 

with the State and Siemens and once they have returned his phone calls, Josh will make his 

presentation to the Commissioners. 

  
  
  
   

Other Business:  
  

 Partners for Peace submitted a proclamation declaring October as Domestic Violence awareness month. 

 They were in hopes of the County Commissioners proclaiming October 2019 as Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month in Piscataquis County. “ By doing this the citizens of the County would join others 

through out the State of Maine in recognizing this month by honoring survivors of domestic violence and 

dedication ourselves to the task of making our County a safer place for all our citizens.”  

 



Partners for Peace Advocacy Program Manager, Cindy Freeman attended the meeting to answer any 

questions the Commissioners had.  She informed them how important Piscataquis County was to their 

cause.  Sheriff Robert Young stated how much he appreciated the relationship between Partners for 

Peace and the Sheriff’s Department.  Young stated they had an excellent working partnership.  The 

Commissioners voted in favor to proclaim October 2019 as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in 

Piscataquis County after “take action Maine “ was changed to “take action” per County Commissioner 

James White request.  M: James Annis  S: Wayne Erkkinen  V: 3-0 

  

  

 PROCLAMATION DECLARING OCTOBER AS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 

WHEREAS, domestic violence is a widespread community problem, affecting Maine families regardless of 

geography, income, or education; and 

WHEREAS, dating violence and intimate partner violence are parts of the problem of domestic violence; and 

WHEREAS, the effects of domestic violence are felt not only by the victims, who are robbed of their dignity and 

sense of security, but also by their children, families, and those that care about them and the community as a 

whole; and 

WHEREAS, domestic violence exacts a high price on Maine’s economy by keeping a victim away from a job or 

classroom and diminishing  productivity at the workplace or school; and 

WHEREAS, the most effective way to utilize the collective resources committed to ending domestic violence in 

Maine is through coordinated community-based response, including law enforcement agencies, courts, 

advocacy programs, social services agencies, schools, health care professionals, employers, and all Maine 

citizens; and 

WHEREAS, domestic violence is not only a crime but a violation of a person’s basic rights as a human being, 

and, as such, all victims deserve our support, and all offenders need to be held accountable; and 

WHEREAS, all citizens should not only become aware of domestic violence in all its aspects, but be willing to 

“Take Action ” by advocating, helping to change the culture that supports violence, volunteering and 

intervening when safe to support victims and their families in seeking safety and justice and 

WHEREAS, consistent with our tradition of neighborly concern for one another and sense of fairness and 

justice,  Maine’s citizens are encouraged to report to law enforcement all suspected incidents of domestic 

violence; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Piscataquis County Commissioners, in assembly on (date), does hereby proclaim 

OCTOBER 2019 as DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH in Piscataquis County and urges all of 

our citizens to join others throughout the State of Maine in recognizing this month by honoring survivors of 

domestic violence and dedicating ourselves to the task of making our county a safer place for all of our citizens. 

 



 Meeting adjourned: 9:20 a.m.  


