PISCATAQUIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
March 17, 2026
DOVER-FOXCROFT
Minutes

8:30 AM PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Piscataquis County Commissioner Chairman Paul Davis called the meeting into session at 8:30 AM in the Chambers.
Commissioner Andrew Torbett and Commissioner Adam Coover attended. Commissioner Chair Paul Davis had
Representative Chad Perkins open the meeting with a prayer. The meeting was available online on Zoom.

1.

Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed and approved the minutes of the March 3, 2026 meeting. M:
Andrew Torbett S: Adam Coover V: 3-0-0

Piscataquis County Commissioners had a couple of support letters to discuss.

¢ Ron Dobra of Greenville would like to donate a piece of land, 60 acres in Blanchard, to the Appalachian Trail
through the National Park Service which owns the land between corridor boundaries. The Park Service now
requires a support letter from local and State governments. County Manager Michael Williams will write a
support letter for the Commissioners to sign. M: Adam Coover S: Andrew Torbett V: 3-0-0

¢ Jason Bouchard is requesting a support letter from the Commissioners for the North Woods Warrior Project
located in Township 7 Range 11 in Piscataquis County. It is a non-profit initiative that provides wilderness-
based healing experiences for veterans through guided outdoor activities. It is based on the Travis Atkins
Medal of Honor Wilderness Warrior Program. He is working with Senator Susan Collins Office for a CDS
grant. Commissioners support a letter for the CDS grant for the Veterans Project. County Manager Michael
Williams will do a little more research and write a letter for the Commissioners to sign.

Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed for approval the County expenditures in the amount of
$125,458.83. M: Adam Coover S: Andrew Torbett V: 3-0-0

Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed for approval the Jail expenditures in the amount of $40,731.40.
M: Andrew Torbett S: Adam Coover V: 3-0-0

Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed for approval the Unorganized Territory expenditures in the amount
of $5,455.87. M: Adam Coover S: Andrew Torbett V: 3-0-0

Piscataquis County Commissioners reviewed for approval the Payroll Warrant for March 12, 2026 in the amount
of $156,879.48. M: Andrew Torbett S: Adam Coover V: 3-0-0

Piscataquis County Commissioners signed the Decision and Order for the Property Tax Abatement Appeal of
Dale S. Gray. M: Andrew Torbett S: Adam Coover V: 3-0-0

Department Heads:
a. County Manager, Michael Williams
e The UT Roads are a mess and will be for the next six weeks. EMA Director Debra Hamlin is in
Augusta and looking into Brick Grants where we put in for road maintenance funds. The grants
usually come as a match like 75% paid by the grant and 25% paid by us or some can be even
higher like 80%/20% or 85%/15%. We probably fall in one of the higher brackets. We need to
do a top coat in Atkinson and the Shirley/Blanchard Road needs updated ditching and piping.
Our cost is probably $425-$450k which we have the funds in our capital for the work. The EMA
Director and myself will pursue more grant dollars to help with the roads. Commissioner Andrew
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Torbett said sounds like a good idea. County Manager Michael Williams said if it works well, we
will continue year after year and keep our capital ahead. We already have the engineer plan for
Atkinson and the pavement plan for Blanchard/Shirley Road that Picard did. We currently have
12-inch pipes but will be replacing with 18-24-inch pipes to upgrade.

The MCCA Fall Conference will be September 22-25 at Sunday River this fall.

LD2124, the transfer tax bill, passed with an amendment. Shouid be an overall savings of
$600k for the Counties combined and $16-$18k for Piscataquis Couty. The bill now goes to be
voted on by the House and senate.

b. County Treasurer, Trisha White-did not attend.

c. Jail Administrator, Jean Larson- did not attend.

Chief Deputy Todd Lyford said the Jail has 21 with one newly released and 8 FEDS.

d. Sheriff, Robert Young-did not attend (excused).

Deputy Investigator James Kane said Patrol is going well and we are working to fill the last
position. | am sure we will have some cleanup from the wind storm and will watch the river.
Power was lost in some spots around the County-online showed about 4,000 without power in
Piscataquis County.

e. EMA Director, Debra Hamlin-did not attend (excused).

EMA Deputy Director Maureen Conley said mother nature has not been behaving. We have
flooding on the Lily Bay Road by Buck Lane, the north bound lane is closed and it is down to a
single lane. We are on flood watch until 5:00 PM today and keeping an eye on the Pleasant
River for flooding.

We continue to work on the full-scale exercise for April and have the Canoe River Race coming
up April 25.

f. Probate Register, Donna Peterson
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We are good, very busy, but keeping up.

Deeds Register, Gail Clark-did not attend.
District Attorney Office, Corina Rackliff

We are great and busy.

i. Head of Maintenance, Joshua York

OTHER BUSINESS

The guys are busy painting and putting flooring down in Milo.

On a different note, the Guilford Patrol Office will be having an air quality test done. It takes
about two weeks to get the results back. Duvaltex has contaminated the ground with TCE which
is an industrial cleaner. He has more information on his telephone which he can share with
anyone interested. DEP is helping those closest to the mill get these air quality boxes for their
homes from Duvaltex but they also use electricity that home owners will need to pay for. The
boxes are made by a foreign company. Commissioner Paul Davis said he remembers the
Corinna cleanup where they went down 17 feet and had to haul in new soil which cost $45
million for the cleanup.

EXECUTIVE SESSION(S):

Meeting adjourned at 8:53 AM - M: Adam Coover S: Andrew Torbett V: 3-0-0



